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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 2471 15.5 5.2 25 62 100
2 2471 17.2 3.6 25 68.8 100
3 2466 14.7 5 25 58.7 99.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

This answer is very detailed and provides a wide range of examples and changes in policies. However the focus is on campaigns bringing about change rather than society changing which then reflects changes in policy. One of the sections which does address the issue in the question is the changing views of society with regard to smoking. However appropriate examples lack details of the exact changes, such as the names of laws introduced.












Sticky Note

This answer is well written and clearly attempts to evaluate 2 correctly identified theories of criminality and also considers individualistic theories in general. Bandura's Bobo doll is considered from both sides of the argument The answer uses appropriate terminology. However further detail could be provided with examples, statistics or other theorists and it does become a little repetitive towards the end. 












Question Answer 
Mark 


 
LO 


2 (e)  0 marks: Nothing worthy of any marks. 
1-3 marks: Answers provide limited analysis, with brief examples, of 


how laws change. Answers convey meaning but lack detail. Little or 
no use of specialist vocabulary. 
4-6 marks: Answers analyse in some detail, with examples, how laws 


change. Answers communicate meaning with some use of specialist 
vocabulary. 
7-9 marks: Answers provide detailed analysis, with clear examples, of 


how laws change due to time, place and culture. Answers are well 
structured and clearly expressed. Specialist terms are used with ease 
and accuracy. 
 
Likely answers may include: 


 Time – Views and opinions can change over time or campaigns 
can promote change and change occurs due to medical 
knowledge advances.  


 Prostitution – once a stigma attached and linked to immoral 


people. Now more of an issue of how to protect vulnerable people 
involved in prostitution. There are calls for it to be decriminalised 
with appropriate regulation. 


9 LO1 







    


2 (e)   Vagrancy – is still illegal under The Vagrancy Act 1824. Originally 


passed to clear the streets of beggars, rogues and vagabonds and 
prevent further crime from being committed. The Act fell into 
disuse as society accepted there were legitimate reasons for 
homelessness. However, the last couple of years has seen an 
increase in the number of prosecutions. 


 Homosexuality – was at one stage a criminal offence in England 


and Wales and then decriminalised by the Sexual Offences Act 
1967. The age of consent was also been lowered from 21 to 16 
years.  


 Place – the same criminal offences are not necessarily in place 


throughout the world or even policed in the same way within 
England and Wales.  


 Smoking cannabis – is illegal in England and Wales but there 


have been calls to decimalise it and allow its use particularly for 
medical reasons. It is legal in some states in America. Within 
England and Wales the law is enforced differently. For instance, 
Durham Constabulary does not prioritise people who grow 
cannabis plants for personal use, unlike Cheshire or Gwent.  


 Culture – different cultures view crimes differently even at the 


same point in time. 


 Adultery – not illegal in England and Wales or South Korea where 


the state refuses to become involved in individuals' private 
relationships. However, in certain states in America such as 
Florida and Arizona, adultery is punished by imprisonment. 


 Honour killings – In some cultures this is the appropriate way for 
a family to deal with family or community dishonour. 
Predominately prevalent in Muslim nations such as Turkey, 
Jordan, Pakistan and Morocco. It is seen as murder in more 
Western countries.  


 Homosexuality – whilst many countries have decriminalised it 


others are moving in the opposite direction. India has recently 
reinstated law criminalising homosexuality and Nigeria bans same 
sex relationships.  


 Witchcraft – still practised in some countries such as Indonesia 


and Ghana. However in other counties, such as England and 
Wales, the consequences of practising this can lead to criminal 
offences, e.g. the murder of Kristy Bamu.  


 


Credit to be given for any other relevant response. 


  


(Cont'd) 


      


 












Sticky Note

This answer lacks detail and examples of social change. There is an attempt at consideration of racist views changing in society. However it is rather repetitive and fails to give examples of any policies. 












Sticky Note

This is a well written answer which considers time, place and culture as required by the question. There are examples for all 3 which helps to provide some detail. The laws surrounding homosexuality contain comments about the dates when laws changed. However details of the actual laws are missing. 





















Sticky Note

There is very little that goes towards addressing the question of effectiveness of individualistic theories to explain causes of criminality. The answer does start with a correctly identified individualistic theory, naming social learning.  Overall whilst not a sophisticated explanation it is clear that it is the social learning theory that is being described. There is also an example, albeit rather brief in detail. However the candidate has failed to address the skill required by the question, naming evaluation. There is no discussion as to whether or not the theory explains why people commit crime. The second theory of right realism is totally irrelevant to this question as it is a sociological approach. The quality of the written communication is also weak. 












5 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Question Answer Mark LO 


1 (d)  0 marks: Nothing worthy of any marks. 
1-3 marks: Answers that describe, with little or no attempt to evaluate, 
the effectiveness of a range of individualistic criminological theories to 
explain causes of criminality. Answers convey meaning but lack detail. 
Little or no use of specialist vocabulary. 
4-6 marks: Answers that evaluate in some detail the effectiveness of 
a range of individualistic criminological theories to explain causes of 
criminality. Answers communicate meaning with some use of 
specialist vocabulary. 
7-8 marks: Answers that give a detailed evaluation of the 
effectiveness of a range of individualistic criminological theories to 
explain causes of criminality. Answers are well structured and clearly 
expressed. Specialist terms are used with ease and accuracy. 
 
Likely answers may include:  


 Social learning theory, for example, Bandura; many studies 
support this theory; lack of ecological validity; snapshot study with 
no long-term effects discovered; potential unethical Bobo doll 
study; ignores the fact that other factors may be influential;  
ignores cognitive control over behaviour. 


 Personality theory, for example Eysenck; research in this area 
relies heavily on the self-report measures of personality; made 
heavy use of comparisons between convicted offenders and the 
general population; can personality be seen as a set of stable 
traits which cause people to behave consistently across 
situations? 


 Psychodynamic theories of offending, for example, Freud, are no 
longer widely accepted; difficulty associated with testing some of 
the concepts; theory relies heavily on concepts such as the 
unconscious mind; whose existence is difficult if not impossible to 
prove; explains behaviour but only after it has happened; 
psychodynamic therapies that have attempted to treat offending 
have not been successful. 


 
Credit any other relevant response. 


8 LO3 
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2. Grantville, a small rural town, was once a pleasant place to live. However, over the last 10 years, 


crime has steadily increased. Offences such as prostitution, vagrancy, possession of cannabis 
and motoring offences such as speeding are now commonplace. Residents often do not report 
criminal acts. The local newspaper often reports stories about crime in the town and recently 
published the following headline:


POLICE ARE LOSING CONTROL OF GRANTVILLE
THE TOWN IS IN THE HANDS OF CRIMINALS


 The newspaper is also backing a local councillor who is running for the position of mayor of 
the town. The councillor, Mr Mackie, supports new policing policies such as zero tolerance. He 
intends to bring in such an approach to help reduce crime and restore law and order.


 (a) Describe how the headline in the newspaper could cause a moral panic. [2]


 


 


 


 


 (b) Briefly explain why some crimes are not reported to the police. [3]
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 (e) With reference to examples, analyse how laws change due to time, place and culture.
  [9]
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Sticky Note

This answer is well written and clearly attempts to evaluate 2 correctly identified theories of criminality and also considers individualistic theories in general. Bandura's Bobo doll is considered from both sides of the argument The answer uses appropriate terminology. However further detail could be provided with examples, statistics or other theorists and it does become a little repetitive towards the end. 







































Sticky Note

This answer selects 2 appropriate theories and does attempt to comment upon their effectiveness in addressing the causes of criminality. Whilst the answer is not strong there is an attempt at providing an example in the social learning theory. Appropriate evaluative terminology is present such as 'this is effective because' and 'however it isn't effective because'. However the arguments provided are rather weak and are not detailed.












Sticky Note

A sound attempt at considering changes in society and the subsequent changes in policy. Ideas such as a changing demographic nature of society, women's rights and equality and secularisation are appropriate examples. There is a clear attempt at linking the 2 types of changes i.e. social changes and policy development. The answer would benefit from the actual laws or policies being outlined. 
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3. One theory of crime was based on the physical measurements of Italian prisoners compared 
to those of Italian soldiers. This theory proposed that criminals had been born with specific 
features. Another key theory argued that an individual’s body shape is correlated with becoming 
a criminal. 


 (a) (i) With reference to the text above, describe the main features of one physiological 
theory of criminality.  [6]
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 (c) Discuss how social changes can affect policy development.  [8]
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Question Answer Mark LO 


      


3 (c)  0 marks: Nothing worthy of any marks. 
1-3 marks: Answers describe with limited/basic discussion how social 


change can affect policy development. Answers convey meaning but 
lack detail. Little or no use of specialist vocabulary.  
4-6 marks: Answers discuss with some detail how social changes can 


affect policy development. Answers communicate meaning with some 
use of specialist vocabulary. 
7-8 marks: Answers discuss in detail how social changes can affect 


policy development. Answers are well structured and clearly 
expressed. Specialist terms are used with ease and accuracy. 
 
Likely answers may include: 
 
Death penalty 


 Changes in social policy initially approved of the death penalty 
(The Bloody Code) but then it was restricted to murder only.  


 Further changes resulted in temporary abolition for murder in 
1965. 


 Permanent abolition for murder in 1969, but remained for treason 
until 1999 due to the European Convention of Human Rights.  


 Cases such as Derek Bentley and Timothy Evans which swayed 
public opinion.  


8 LO4 


    


3 (c)  Domestic abuse 


 Social change concerning the position and status of women in 
society. Numerous anti-discrimination laws.  


 Rule of thumb – which allowed a man to beat his wife with a stick 
so long as it is was no thicker than his thumb. 


 Legal attitudes changing over time. Cases such as R v R which 
established the possibility of marital rape.  


 Policing attitudes changing over time from a laissez-faire attitude 
to the establishment of specialist domestic violence units. This was 
followed by legislation in 1996 (the Family Law Act) and in 1997 
(the Protection from Harassment Act).  


 Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (Clare’s Law).  
 
Assisted suicide/suicide  


 Suicide was originally a crime and a mortal sin which meant the 
denial of a Christian burial.  


 Change in social policy when it was decriminalised by the Suicide 
Act 1961.  


 Assisted suicide is still a criminal offence punishable with up to 14 
years in prison. 


 Introduction of ‘guidelines’ by DPP to indicate when a prosecution 
is likely and unlikely. Reference to Debbie Purdy case.  


 Proposals to legalise assisted suicide have failed – most recently 
Lord Falconer’s Assisted Dying Bill.  


  


(Cont'd) 







Question Answer Mark LO 


 Other social changes affecting policy development could include 
discrimination against gender, race, disability, sexual orientation 
and so on.  


 
Credit any other social change and policy development. 
Credit to be given either for breadth and/or depth of an answer. 
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Answer all questions.


1. Paul, an unemployed local man, was convicted of murder after getting into a fight with Ian 
over an allegation of theft of money. Paul also has numerous previous convictions for drug 
dealing and theft. He has been in care since the age of 7, after his parents were given long 
custodial sentences. Ian’s father, a local barrister, has started a campaign to bring back capital 
punishment for crimes of murder. His campaign has attracted the attention of local media and 
politicians.


 (a) Briefly explain how one type of media might be used by Ian’s father to promote his 
campaign to bring back capital punishment. [2]


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain how campaigns such as reinstating capital punishment might influence policy 
making. [5]
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 (d) Evaluate the effectiveness of a range of individualistic criminological theories to explain 
causes of criminality. [8]
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Sticky Note

This answer appropriately considers time, place and culture. Credit is given to the example of racism over time. However details of actual laws are missing. With regard to place and culture there are no examples provided to support the comments made. The answer merely states that laws change in different places and in different cultures but further development is required to increase the mark. 











